MEETING OF COUNCIL – 13TH OCTOBER 2016
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEOL WEST PLAS, LITCHARD CROSS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2016 AT 7.00 PM

 Present:      Mr H Thomas  (Chair)
 Councillors:


Ms J Brett



Ms A Davies 


Mrs E Dodd


Ms C Jones


Mrs M Lewis



Mr B Tiltman



Mr A Wathan



Mrs M Williams 


Mr M J Williams



Mr R Young

Also Present: 
Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO
Mr P Leys, Asst. Clerk 
4 Team Members of Bridgend Responders

5 Members of the public
50
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following interests were declared:
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	Mrs E Dodd
	All BCBC Matters,  the Allotment Gardens
	52
	Member BCBC, joint Allotment Garden tenant and Chair Coety Primary School Governors
	Yes/No

	Ms C Jones
	All BCBC Matters
	Incl 54
	Member of BCBC
	Yes/No



	Mr B Tiltman
	Allotment Gardens
	52
	Tenant
	Yes/No

	Mr M J Williams
	Parc Derwen Residents Group
	55
	Administrator of the Parc Derwen Residents Group
	Yes/No

	Mr R Young
	All BCBC Matters
	Incl 54
	Member of BCBC
	Yes/No




51
MEMBERS’ REPORTS
RESOLVED:
1 Councillor had attended a meeting of the Coity Wallia Conservators.  One of the issues discussed was the bridge at the top of Heol Spencer that goes over the M4.  Huw Irranca-Davies the local Assembly Member is now involved and the group are awaiting advice from him.

The Chair had attended the One Voice Wales AGM in Builth Wells.  One of the speakers was Mark Drakeford AM, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government and one of the things he talked about was a change to previous plans as future ones will have to have cross-party support.
52
ALLOTMENT GARDENS  
RESOLVED:  
1.Tenancies
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

2.Grass Cutting
That the report of the Clerk be noted.

3.Verbal Abuse and Theft
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

4.Toilet Facilities
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

5.Allotment Garden Review
That a discussion took place on whether to accept this anonymous review.  A motion was put forward by Councillor R Young and seconded by Councillor M J Williams that the policy of the council is that we do not consider any item that is brought before the council in an anonymous way.  Following a show of hands there was a unanimous agreement to accept this motion.
53
BUDGET MONITORING & ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:

That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Payment of Cheques 
That authority be given for payment of the cheques listed on the Clerk’s report and addendum report.  
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets
That the report of the Clerk for Period 5 including the balances and budget for 2016/2017 be accepted.
3.Financial Donations
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted. Financial requests had been received from Marie Curie Cancer Care Bridgend and Ms E Williams on behalf of a local Junior Latin Formation dance team competing in the British Championships.  It was agreed to donate £50 to the dance team and to defer a donation to Marie Curie until the end of the financial year.
Further to the request received in July from Bridgend First Responders 4 people had attended the meeting to give a presentation on who they are, what they do, explain the PADS scheme and to provide information on their placement and the cost.  To install one defibrillator in a key pad access box would be £2,217.00.  It was agreed that they would provide further information to the Clerk on where they suggest they are installed for the Council to consider further.
54
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL & PLANNING
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report  be accepted.
1.Application and Decision Notices Received:
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.
2.Planning Aid Wales
That the report of the Clerk be noted.

3.Parc Farm, Heol Spencer, Coity, Bridgend CF35 6AS
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.   It was noted that this proposal is for a change to the original proposal which was for 14 private houses.  Borough & Community Councillor Ella Dodd updated the Members on the reasons behind this change and said she didn’t have any objection to social housing but did object to the traffic coming onto Heol Spencer.  Councillor M J Williams agreed.  The Clerk was asked to write to Boyer who wrote on behalf of Wales and the West Housing Association to say that the council is supportive of social housing but objects to the number of dwellings which will result in an increase in traffic onto a busy road with no parking and no footpath on Heol Spencer.
4.BT Consultation on Removing Public Payphones
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed to object to the removal of both pay phones situated in the wards.
	
	


55
ENVIRONMENT
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.
1.Parc Derwen
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Councillor M J Williams had declared an interest and left the meeting at 8.40 pm and returned at 8.47 pm.  

It was unanimously agreed that the Community Council would no longer seek to join the Parc Derwen Residents Group’s Facebook page.

It was also noted that the meeting Andy Baker-Edwards of Persimmon requested with the Borough Councillors and BCBC was in the process of being organised.  Dates had been offered to Mr Baker-Edwards.

2.Grass Cutting
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Borough Councillor C Jones agreed to make a referral to obtain a map of the areas BCBC’s contractors cut.  It was also suggested that the Clerk speaks to the Clerk of Brackla Community Council.

3.Bench
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Members were asked to think about where the bench could be placed and report back to the Clerk in due course.

4.Lighting Columns 

That the report and action of the Clerk as detailed in the report and addendum report be accepted.

5.Litchard Play Area
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  A budget of £9,000 was set to renew equipment in the play area and the Clerk was asked to take advice on the most suitable equipment and report back to the Council at the November meeting with the outcome of the advice and ideas for the type of equipment.

6.Coity Playing Field
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed that the purchasing of wire and the work in the report should go ahead.

7.Solar Powered Christmas Trees
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed to rent these Christmas trees at the cost detailed in the report, and to put them on the lighting columns that have the hanging basket brackets on them in Coity, Litchard and Pendre.

8.Tree Planting
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Borough Councillor R Young asked the Clerk to forward the emails to him so that he could make a referral.

It was noted that a tree had come down in The Dell, the small gardens near Springfield Gardens on Coity Road.  This had been reported to BCBC for removal. The Clerk was asked to chase up a replacement with BCBC.

9.Planter Coity Road and Hanging Baskets
That the report of the Clerk be noted.

10.Wood Recycling Fire Heol y Cyw
That it be noted that the Public Protection Department at BCBC are looking into this matter.

11.Centenary Fields
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed that the Clerk could go ahead with taking this application further at the cost detailed.

12.Coity Castle
That the addendum report and action of the Clerk be noted.

13.Litchard Fields
That the addendum report and action of the Clerk be noted.
56
WELLBEING
RESOLVED:
That the report and addendum of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Community Council Additional Agenda Item 
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Due to a lack of time it was agreed to defer this to the November meeting.
2.Developing Community Access Plans to Support the Local Transport Plan
The Project Managers said they had been disappointed with the resident involvement with this project.  They had recently collected photographic evidence and were now in the process of writing a report.  Their next meeting will take place before the ordinary council meeting in November.
3.Website
That this item be deferred to the November meeting for discussion.

4.Love2Walk
That the report of the Clerk be noted.

5.Updated Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and new Social Media Guidelines
These papers had been circulated to Councillors in draft format for consideration and approval with comments for consideration on the addendum report.  Due to time restraints it was decided to defer this to the November meeting.

57
GOVERNMENT & OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Forwarded/Received via E-mail this Month
That the items forwarded this month on the report and addendum report be noted.  
2.Crime Statistics
That the statistics for July 2016 be accepted.
3.One Voice Wales 
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted. 
4.Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was decided to defer this for discussion at the November meeting.

5.Parc Derwen Boundaries
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

6.Bridgend Town Council
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed that the Community Council would be interested in being involved with this initiative.  The Clerk was asked to accept the invitation.

7.Ombudsman Code of Conduct Complaint
That the addendum report of the Clerk be accepted and noted.
58
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
RESOLVED:
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

1.Grit Bins
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  The Clerk was asked to request that BCBC re-fill the bin at the top of Heol Spencer.

It was noted that the bin outside Litchard Mission had disappeared, the Clerk was asked to check up on this.
59
INVITATIONS, NOTICES & PUBLICATIONS

RESOLVED:

That the invitations, notices and publications listed in the Clerk’s reports, be accepted.
60
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under the provisions of 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it would not be in the public interest to discuss the information contained 
within the following items of business.
61
 SALARIES, EXPENSES AND ASSOCIATED PAYMENTS
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the Assistant Clerk be noted and accepted, and the September
Salaries and associated payments to the Clerk & RFO, and Assistant Clerk & FO, be agreed and authorised. 
Note:  It was agreed that the cost of the photocopier rental and copying would be shared with the Garw Valley Community Council from the beginning of November 2016, resulting in a saving of £76.17 per annum to the Community Council.
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Signed………………………………………….Chairperson


