MEETING OF COUNCIL – 12TH MAY 2016
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEOL WEST PLAS, LITCHARD CROSS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 12TH MAY 2016 AT 7.30 PM

 Present:      Mr H Thomas  (Chair)
 Councillors:


Ms J Brett



Ms A Davies 


Mrs E Dodd


Ms C Jones



Ms M Lewis


Mr B Tiltman


Mr A Wathan



Mrs M Williams 


Mr M J Williams



Mr R Young 
Also Present: Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO and 
Phil Ley, Assistant  Clerk
1
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following interests were declared:
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	Mrs E Dodd
	All BCBC Matters, Coity Village Association and the Allotment Gardens 
	3 & 4
	Member BCBC, Member Coity Village Association and  joint Allotment Garden tenant
	No/No

	Ms C Jones
	All BCBC Matters incl. Planning
	5
	Member BCBC
	No/No



	Mr B Tiltman
	Allotment Gardens
	3
	Tenant 
	No/No



	Mr MJ Williams
	Coity Festivals
	4
	Committee Member 
	No/No

	Mr R Young
	All BCBC Matters incl. Planning
	5
	Member BCBC
	*Yes/No

*made a statement relating to P/16/337/RES and P/16/286/RLX but did not vote


Following on from Minute no 124 (3) the Chair advised Members that he had taken advice and that they ought to declare an interest and not take part during discussions regarding the interests of an opposing group.  He advised that in this case they had what amounted to a prejudicial interest as defined in the Code of Conduct.  He also stated that they were not bound to adhere to this advice, but he would like it recorded that the advice had been given, and if individuals ignored it, they should be mindful that they may be asked to give reasons for doing so.
In addition the Chair suggested to Members that in future any vote that wasn’t unanimous should be recorded, and this was agreed.   

He also reminded Members that the Minutes of meetings are subject to being approved as a true record of the meeting at the following month’s meeting and that should be remembered when making written public statements in advance of their approval.
2
MEMBERS’ REPORTS
RESOLVED:
Two Members had attended the One Voice Wales Area Committee meeting where discussions included superfast broadband, keeping training records and the auto enrolment of pensions for employees.  It was also noted that some Community Councils are not members of One Voice Wales and attendees were asked to encourage those councils to become members where possible and it was noted that the Ombudsman has been given the power to investigate private health.

One Member had attended a tour of Coity Common which was very informative.
3
ALLOTMENT GARDENS  
RESOLVED:  
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  
1.Broken Tap
That the action of the Clerk be accepted.

2.Litter
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  The Clerk was asked to write to the tenants to ask them to report to the Clerk if they see items being dumped in the lane behind the Allotment Gardens, and to write to the tenant believed to be responsible for some of the litter.
3.Grass Cutting
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Members were pleased that there was now a suitable system in place.
4
BUDGET MONITORING & ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:

That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Payment of Cheques 
That authority be given for payment of the cheques listed on the Clerk’s report and addendum report.
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets
That the report of the Clerk for Period 12 including the balances and budget for 2015/2016 be accepted.
3.Financial Donations
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed to donate the cost of a skip to Coity Festivals for their Jam in the Castle event, this would be approximately £175 plus vat, although may be slightly higher as the costs of skip hire is due to increase shortly.
5
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL & PLANNING
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report be accepted.
1.Application and Decision Notices Received:
That the report and addendum report  of the Clerk be accepted.  Councillor Young made a statement regarding P/16/337/RES and P/16/286/RLX but did not vote on the matter and neither did Councillor Dodd or Councillor Jones.
Members decided to make the following observations, although Councillor Wathan abstained from voting.

· That the extra housing is not acceptable given that the original application would have been based on an assessment done on a lower number of housing.

· That they request the play area is provided sooner than planned.

· That there is a reassessment of traffic on the site entrance.

· That a footpath and calming measures are put in place on Heol Simonston.

2.Planning Aid Wales
That the report of the Clerk be noted.
3.22 Sycamore Close, Litchard
That the report of the Clerk and the outcome of the appeal be noted.
6
ENVIRONMENT
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.
1.Parc Derwen Community Group
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  It was agreed that in future if a request for a financial donation was received from an unknown charity or a source without charity status, a form would be sent out asking for further information to support the request.  The Clerk was asked to obtain an example of such a form and adapt it for use by the Council. In addition it would be suggested that they join BAVO who will help them complete a constitution form.
2.Dog Fouling Litchard
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.

3.Planter Outside Princess of Wales Hospital
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.  Further to Minute 126 (4) and the inability to find someone to water the hired planter, it was agreed to return to the original plan and purchase a planter from Amberol at a cost of £792 (incl vat) and accept the quotation by Mr Thomas to provide a summer and winter display plus feeding, maintaining and dead heading.  In addition it was suggested that a more suitable siting for the planter could be further along Coity Road, near the bus stop, which is on level ground. 

4.Floral Displays
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.

5.Gates Footpath 12A Coity
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

6.Playing Field Coity
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.   It was agreed to erect a stile next to the gate to enable safe access to the playing field, and therefore restrict dogs, and to erect a sign on the gate saying ‘no dogs allowed’; the gates would remain locked.  In addition, for further discussion, would be the possibility of using a padlock suitable for a radar key on the gates to enable less physically able people to access the field or to put telephone numbers on a sign on the gate.  The Clerk would look into the possibilities, arrange the new sign and the stile purchase and installation in the hope of getting a solution by half term.  Councillor Anita Davies abstained from the vote.

7.Footpath 17
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  There were no observations to be made regarding the diversion order received from BCBC.  It was noted that this footpath is part of the Safer Routes to School Scheme but that this is one of the last things to be done at the site.
Note: Standing Orders were suspended for 15 minutes at 9.00 pm.

8.Land on Litchard Hill
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

9.Parc Derwen
That the report of the Clerk be accepted. 

10.Coity Play Area
That the action of the Clerk be accepted.

11.Lighting Columns Pendre Fields
That the addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.  The Clerk was asked to arrange for the lantern on one column to be updated to the LED type.

12.Pantypwllau
That the addendum report of the Clerk be accepted. 

7
WELLBEING




RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Community Council Additional Agenda Item – Update re. Pedestrian Refuge
Members were asked to consider projects for Coity and Pendre and bring their ideas to the June meeting for consideration.
2.Developing Community Access Plans to Support the Local Transport Plan
That the report of the Clerk and the progress made by the project team be noted.
3.School Awards
That the addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed that the school award would be called the Community Award and that book tokens of £50 per child would be awarded to the winner of Coety and Litchard Primary Schools.  Councillor Dodd thanked the Community Council for their recent donation of happy seed kits.
8
GOVERNMENT & OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.

1.Forwarded via E-mail this Month
That the items forwarded this month on the report and addendum report be noted.  
2.Crime Statistics
That the statistics for February 2016 be accepted.
3.One Voice Wales 
That the report of the Clerk be accepted. 
4.Standards Committee BCBC
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was noted that the Clerk will be attending the Code of Conduct training at the Civic Offices.
5.Freedom of Information Act 2000
That the action of the Clerk be accepted and the Clerk’s responses be noted.
9
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
RESOLVED:
1.Foliage Cut Back Coity Road
That the report of the Clerk be accepted. It was also noted that the foliage had now been cut back.
10
INVITATIONS, NOTICES & PUBLICATIONS

RESOLVED:

That the invitations, notices and publications listed in the Clerk’s reports, be accepted.
That it be noted that Councillor Young was the outgoing Mayor and he was thanked for his time in office and that Councillor Jones is the incoming Deputy Mayor.
11
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under the provisions of 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it would not be in the public interest to discuss the information contained 
within the following items of business.
12
 SALARIES, EXPENSES AND ASSOCIATED PAYMENTS
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the Assistant Clerk be noted and accepted, and the April
Salaries and associated payments to the Clerk & RFO, and Assistant Clerk & FO, be agreed and authorised. 
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Signed………………………………………….Chairperson


