MEETING OF COUNCIL – 14th APRIL 2016
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEOL WEST PLAS, LITCHARD CROSS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 14TH APRIL 2016 AT 7.00 PM

 Present:      Mr H Thomas  (Chair)
 Councillors:


Ms J Brett



Ms A Davies 


Mrs E Dodd


Ms C Jones



Ms M Lewis


Mr B Tiltman


Mr A Wathan



Mrs M Williams (left meeting at 8.25 pm)


Mr M Williams



Apologies: Councillor Richard Young 
Also Present: Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO and 
Phil Ley, Assistant  Clerk
The Chairman welcomed Community Councillor Martin Williams to his first meeting and everyone introduced themselves to him. 

121
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following interests were declared:
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	Mrs E Dodd
	All BCBC Matters, Coity Village Association and the Allotment Gardens 
	
	Member BCBC, Member Coity Village Association and  joint Allotment Garden tenant
	No/No

	Mr B Tiltman
	Allotment Gardens
	
	Tenant 
	No/No



	Ms C Jones
	All BCBC Matters incl. Planning
	
	Member BCBC
	No/No



	Mr A Wathan
	Parc Derwen
	
	Resident Parc Derwen
	No/No



	Ms A Davies
	Bridgend Carers Centre
	
	Association with the Charity
	No/No


122
MEMBERS’ REPORTS
RESOLVED:
One Member had attended a meeting of the Coity Walia Board of Conservators.

123
ALLOTMENT GARDENS  
RESOLVED:  
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  
124
BUDGET MONITORING & ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:

That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Payment of Cheques 
That authority be given for payment of the cheques listed on the Clerk’s report and addendum report.
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets
That the report of the Clerk for Period 11 including the balances and budget for 2015/2016 be accepted.
3.Financial Donations
That the Members agreed to donate £250 to Bridgend Carers Centre and to fund a skip for Coity Village Association at an estimated cost of £200.  They agreed that they would not donate to Menter Bro Ogwr on this occasion.
Councillor Marilyn Williams asked that it be minuted that she was unhappy with some of the comments made. Whilst the discussion on the provision of a skip for Coity Village Association was discussed Councillor Williams felt very uncomfortable as it appeared that remarks made regarding the financial position of the Village Association and the fact  that the situation was said to  have been of their own making, was, she felt, putting the Council in a difficult situation by seemingly pulling the Council into what are clearly disagreements between the two groups in the village.   She felt he work of these groups is nothing to do with the Council and any disagreements between the two groups should be resolved in the village.
4.Pedestrian Refuge Litchard Hill
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and it noted that the cost of the refuge is £2,419 less than expected.

5.Agency Agreement Public Rights of Way Claim 2015/16
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and it noted that a payment of £583.50 had been received from BCBC.
125
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL & PLANNING
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report be accepted.
1.Application and Decision Notices Received:
That the report and addendum report  of the Clerk be accepted.

There were no observations on the applications or decision received although Councillor Martin Williams did raise some issues that affect Parc Derwen residents some of which were as a result of the roads not yet being adopted by BCBC.  There were now temporary traffic lights at the site and the Clerk was asked to write to BCBC to question whether the developers are sticking to their agreements as the number of issues being raised about the contractors were increasing.   Points noted by other Members were the tactile drop kerbs that were dropping down on to a road without a top surface yet in place and the lack of litter bins.
2.Planning Application
That the actions of the Clerk be accepted. It was noted that the noticeboard would be delivered shortly.
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ENVIRONMENT
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.
1.Coity Well
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  Following a site visit by Members and a further discussion it was decided not to go ahead with this project.  The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Cope to let him know of this decision and to thank him for his time and advice.
2.Parc Derwen Community Group
That the action of the Clerk be noted.  The Clerk was asked to write to this group again to request the return of the financial donation of £100 donated for dog waste bags that were not purchased and to let them know that if the money is not returned the Community Council will consider taking the matter to the small claims court.

3.Dog Fouling Litchard
That the action of the Clerk be noted.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Clean up the County team to alert them to the ongoing problem at Springfield/Rushfield Gardens too.

4.Planter Outside the Princess of Wales Hospital
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  Members agreed to go ahead with the rental of the planter which included plants, a plaque etc. at the cost of £736.00 per year subject to  a reasonable quotation for watering and deadheading the plants being found.

5.Grass Cutting Quotations
That the report of the Clerk be noted and both quotations for grass cutting be accepted. 

6.Hanging Baskets in Litchard
That the addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.  The request for additional floral displays by a Litchard resident was noted.  It was also noted that almost a quarter of the Community Council’s precept was already spent on floral displays and that there is an on-going scheme to increase the hanging baskets and daffodil planting each year and that a 3 tier planter was to be added on Coity Road this summer.  The Clerk was asked to look into wild seed turf as a further possibility.

7.Lighting Column Pendre
That the addendum report of the Clerk be accepted. It was noted that  a representative from the lighting division at BCBC would visit the site and respond with recommendations.
8.Pantypwllau
That it be noted that no feedback on this matter was available.  The Members of Coity Walia Board of Conservators would find out further information and report back at the next meeting.

9.Kissing Gates Coity
That the information on the Clerk’s addendum report be noted.  The Clerk was asked to seek advice from the Rights of Way Manager at BCBC.

10.Grow Wild
That the addendum report of the Clerk be noted.  Two seed kits were given to Coety Primary School and two to Litchard Primary.

11.Playing Field Coity
That the addendum report of the Clerk be noted and the re-seeding should go ahead.

Note/Awaiting information:  That the addendum report of the Clerk be noted.
127
WELLBEING




RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Community Council Additional Agenda Item – Update re. Pedestrian Refuge
Members were asked to consider projects for Coity and Pendre and bring their ideas to the next meeting for consideration.
3.Developing Community Access Plans to Support the Local Transport Plan
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  It was also noted that the meeting scheduled for tonight was cancelled.
128
GOVERNMENT & OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.

1.Forwarded via E-mail this Month
That the items forwarded this month on the report and addendum report be noted.  
2.Crime Statistics
That it be noted that the Clerk was unable to table the statistics for February 2016 as they were not yet available on the Police UK website.
3.One Voice Wales 
That the report of the Clerk be accepted. 
4.Standards Committee BCBC
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  No Members wished to take up the offer of Code of Conduct training.

5.Freedom of Information Act 2000
That the action of the Clerk be accepted and the Clerk’s responses be noted.
129
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
RESOLVED:
1.Uneven Footway at Taylor Road, Litchard
That the action of the Clerk and the response from BCBC be noted.
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INVITATIONS, NOTICES & PUBLICATIONS

RESOLVED:

That the invitations, notices and publications listed in the Clerk’s reports, be accepted. 
131
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under the provisions of 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it would not be in the public interest to discuss the information contained 
within the following items of business.
It was resolved that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk would join the Local Government Pension Scheme offered by Rhondda Cynon Taf CBC and that the Clerk could undertake CILCA training with  50% of the cost being £250, provided by the Community Council.
132
 SALARIES, EXPENSES AND ASSOCIATED PAYMENTS
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the Assistant Clerk be noted and accepted, and the March
Salaries and associated payments to the Clerk & RFO, and Assistant Clerk & FO, be agreed and authorised. 
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Signed………………………………………….Chairperson


