MEETING OF COUNCIL – 10TH MARCH 2016
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEOL WEST PLAS, LITCHARD CROSS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 10TH MARCH 2016 AT 7.00 PM

 Present:      Mr H Thomas  (Chair)
 Councillors:


Ms J Brett



Ms A Davies (for the first hour)


Mrs E Dodd


Ms C Jones



Ms M Lewis


Mr B Tiltman


Mrs M Williams



Apologies: Councillors Richard Young & Alan 


Wathan

Also Present: Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO, 
Phil Ley, Assistant  Clerk, Mr Phil Cope (half hour), Mr & Mrs R Helling (15 minutes)
109
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following interests were declared:
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	Mrs E Dodd
	BCBC & Allotment Gardens 
	111
	Member BCBC and  joint Allotment Garden tenant
	No/No

	Mr B Tiltman
	Allotment Gardens 
	111
	Tenant
	No/No



	Ms C Jones
	BCBC incl. Planning
	113
	Member BCBC
	No/No




110
MEMBERS’ REPORTS
RESOLVED:
Councillor Davies, and the Clerk, had attended a One Voice Wales course on Understanding the Law.
111
ALLOTMENT GARDENS  
RESOLVED:  
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  
1.Communal Areas Grass Cutting
After a discussion on the cost of the above it was agreed that the Clerk would write to the tenants to ask if anyone was interested in cutting the grass for a small fee of £20 per month from March to October.  They would be asked to provide their own machinery.
112
BUDGET MONITORING & ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:

That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Payment of Cheques 
That authority be given for payment of the cheques listed on the Clerk’s report and addendum report.
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets
That the report of the Clerk for Period 10 including the balances and budget for 2015/2016 be accepted.
3.Financial Donations
A full report of those requests received during the year and deferred to the March meeting were tabled for consideration along with the requests from the three charities who had written in March.

The Members agreed to donate the following:
· Shelter Cymru £200

· St John Cymru/Wales £100

· Llangollen Musical Eisteddfod £100

· Marie Curie £225

· Welsh Hearts £200

· National Eisteddfod £100

· Wales Air Ambulance £200

· Bridgend Samaritans £150

· 2nd Bridgend Cub Scout Pack £100

· Urdd Eisteddfod £250

· Cancer Information & Support Services £150

· Teenage Cancer Trust £150

4.Capital Fund for Town and Community Council Projects
Members agreed that there were no projects to be put forward for funding this year.

5.De minimis
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  Members agreed that the maximum expenditure allowable per project before the Clerk shall invite tenders from at least three companies  would be £5,000.  The Members also resolved to make this and the following changes to the Standing Orders:
· That a deadline should be set for the response time for correspondence of within 20 days
· That the Clerk’s notes would not be available to the public
· That papers could be sent out electronically within 3 full days of a meeting and not via post or hand delivery

· That the Community Council’s publication scheme should be available on the website

· That the opening statement on the website should be bilingual

· That Declarations of Interest should be included on the website

· That a message be included  on the website indicating that all papers are available upon request from the Clerk 3 full days before a meeting (with the exception of the confidential report and the addendum report)
113
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL & PLANNING
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report be accepted.
1.Application and Decision Notices Received:
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

2.The Planning Inspectorate
That the action of the Clerk be noted.
114
ENVIRONMENT
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.

1.Litter Bins
That the action of the Clerk and BCBC be noted.  
2.Noticeboard Parc Derwen

That the action of the Clerk be noted.
3.Handrail Litchard Fields

That the report of the Clerk be noted that the work has been completed.
4.Footpaths

That the report of the Clerk be noted.  The council now awaiting further communication from the Clerk of Coychurch Lower regarding the maintenance of the joint footpaths.  It was noted that the Chair had been contacted by a resident regarding Footpath 17.
5.Pendre Post Office

That the report of the Clerk be noted.

6.Coity Well

The report of the Clerk was noted. Mr Cope attended the meeting to answer questions on the potential Well project.  As some Members were unfamiliar with the site it was agree that the Clerk would organise a site meeting.
7.Tree Planting

That the report of the Clerk and the response from BCBC be noted.
8.Lamp Post Pendre Fields

That the report of the Clerk be noted.
9.Kissing Gates Coity

That the report of the Clerk be noted and a correction made that one kissing gate had been installed and the other would be installed at the first opportunity.
10.Hanging Baskets and Planter Outside the Hospital

That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Authority was given to confirm the number of baskets required from the current provider and to find an alternative landscaper for the planter.
11.Outstanding Matters

That the report of the Clerk be noted.  The Clerk was informed that the person giving advice on the untidy land at Litchard Hill had now moved jobs, she was asked to write once again to Dunraven Estates regarding the land in Coity, to contact the Clerk of Coity Walia regarding the mess at Pantypwllau, to chase up the Grow Wild seed kits, the ownership of the alleyways and to chase a response from BCBC regarding the tree roots under the pavement in Taylor Road.
115
WELLBEING




RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Community Council Additional Agenda Item – Update re. Pedestrian Refuge
That it be noted that this project had now been completed.
2.Bye Election – Coity Ward
That the report of the Clerk be noted.
3.Developing Community Access Plans to Support the Local Transport Plan
That the report of the Clerk be noted.

4.Correspondence Received
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  The Clerk’s response to Councillor Tiltman and the resident who enquired about the Minutes were noted.  The Chair read the letter received from Mrs Williams and asked the Clerk to reply making the following points: 
· On the date that the decision was made to give Mrs Kim Helling the Award a decision on whether a bye election would take place had not been made.

· Mrs Helling was nominated by a resident of Coity and not the Vice-Chair

· To confirm that the Vice-Chair did nominate Mrs Helling in the bye election
· Advise Mrs Williams where the Agenda is posted and provide a copy for information

· To inform Mrs Williams that the Minutes could not be provided at the point of writing as they are not approved as a true record of the meeting until the following month.  Once approved they are published on the Community Council’s website.  To provide Mrs Williams with a copy of the approved Minutes on 11th March 2016.
· To inform Mrs Williams that the deadline set for the Community Award is for administration purposes only, that in previous years late nominations had been accepted and that all Members present on the day the late nomination was received agreed to accept it as a late entry. 

· To inform Mrs Williams that the Vice-Chair did not need to declare an interest as she did not nominate Mrs Helling for the award.

· To inform Mrs Williams that guidance in this matter had been sought and that after reviewing the correspondence the Electoral Commission advised that no electoral law covered this area so if the Community Council’s Standing Orders did not prohibit this decision there was no issue
· To inform Mrs Williams that at this meeting all Members present agreed that the presentation of the Award to Mrs Helling should go ahead and the usual publicity proceed as agreed.

116
GOVERNMENT & OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.

1.Forwarded via E-mail this Month
That the items forwarded this month be noted.  
2.Crime Statistics
That the Clerk’s report and the statistics for January 2016 be accepted.

3.One Voice Wales 
That the report of the Clerk be accepted. 
117
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
RESOLVED:
That there was nothing to report this month was noted.
118
INVITATIONS, NOTICES & PUBLICATIONS

RESOLVED:

That the invitations, notices and publications listed in the Clerk’s reports, be accepted. 
119
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under the provisions of 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it would not be in the public interest to discuss the information contained 
within the following items of business.
120
 SALARIES, EXPENSES AND ASSOCIATED PAYMENTS
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the Assistant Clerk be noted and accepted, and the February
Salaries and associated payments to the Clerk & RFO, and Assistant Clerk & FO, be agreed and authorised. 
That the Clerk be given authority to attend a One Voice Wales course on Information Management.   
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Signed………………………………………….Chairperson


