MEETING OF THE COUNCIL – 9th JANUARY 2020
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY CENTRE, OFF HEOL WEST PLAS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 9th JANUARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM

Present: 


Councillors
M Williams  
A Davies
A Hughes
B Tiltman
C Walburn
A Wathan 
R Young 
Apologies:   Councillors D Barrington, C Evans, C Jones and L Richards

 
Also Present:



Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO





Mr P Ley, Asst. Clerk & FO

113
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	B Tiltman
	Allotment Gardens
	116
	Tenant
	No/No 

	R Young
	All relevant BCBC matters incl. Planning
	Any relevant
	Member BCBC
	No/No


114
TO READ, CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 2019 PRECEPT MEETING
The Minutes of the December 2019 Precept Meeting were presented for approval. They were accepted and approved as a true record of the meeting and the minutes were signed by the Chair.
Resolved:   This was noted.
115
TO CONSIDER MATTERS ARISING FROM THE DECEMBER 2019 PRECEPT MINUTES
Minute 104 – Matters Arising from the November Minutes/Coity Playing Field:  
The Clerk informed Members that she had contacted the contractor to cancel the grass 

cutting, but it had already been carried out in a small window of opportunity of dry 

weather.

Minute 104 – Matters Arising from the November Minutes/Handrail:

The Clerk reminded Members of the original quote for the handrail to the steps from 

Celtic View, Litchard onto the Common and the new DDA compliant quote.   She 

informed the Members that the RoW Dept had offered to contribute £1,000 to the 

difference in the quote, resulting in a remaining balance of £905.89.

Minute 105 – Precept Requirement 2020/21:
The Clerk confirmed that the precept had been requested from BCBC and confirmation 

of the receipt of the request has been received.
Resolved:  The information was noted.   The Clerk was asked to obtain a second quote for the handrail for consideration at the February 2020 meeting.
116
CLERK’S REPORT
Coity Castle Play Area:
The Clerk informed Members that BCBC had stopped servicing the site without informing the Community Council.   The refurbishment was not carried out under a CAT process so there had been no reason to assume that the servicing of the bins and grass cutting would cease.   The Clerk was in discussions with the landowner, Dunraven Estate, to take out a lease and had asked BCBC’s legal department for confirmation that the servicing would continue in November but had not received a reply.  She had written to the Open Spaces department for clarification.
Litchard Fields:
The Safer Routes work has started in Litchard Fields.  A concern resident had questioned why a mature tree had been felled and some bins removed.  The Clerk had made enquiries and had been informed that the tree had been removed due to the roots affecting the new footpath and the bins will be re-installed.  The Clerk showed a design plan of the affected area to the Members.

Bench Litchard Playing Fields/Happy to Chat Benches:
The Clerk informed Members that the new bench would be installed in the following week and if the weather is dry the Happy to Chat signs will be installed too.

Community Asset Transfers:

The Clerk had arranged to meet with the BCBC Officer for a catch up meeting.   Dunraven Estates are drafting the lease for Coity Castle Play Area.

Coity Wallia Conservators Task Group:
The Clerk had been invited to attend a Task Group meeting with the 3 Clerks from the other T&CCs, a representative of Dunraven Estates, the Chair and Clerk of the Conservators and BCBC Officers to discuss funding for the Conservators on 17th January.

Issues raised this month included:

Parking issues in Coity Village, a broken lighting column and drainage issues in heavy rain on Heol Spencer, the community clothing bin overflowing and overflowing litter bins at Pendre and Coity Castle play area.

Notification of Discretionary Expenditure Limit 2020/21:
The Clerk informed Members that the limit would increase from the current £8.12 per elector to £8.32 per elector in 2020/21.

Allotment Entrance Gate:

The Clerk asked permission to get the entrance gate fixed as it is now dragging on the new tarmac.
Resolved:  The Clerk was asked to forward the response from the Open Spaces department to Councillor Young and to arrange for the Allotment Garden gate to be fixed.   All other information was noted.
117
SAFER ROUTES UPDATE
The Clerk had written to the Leader as requested.   The Clerk had received an apology from BCBC Officer Jonathan Parsons, for the delay in replying to previous correspondence.  The apology email offered to meet with the CC to discuss progress on current schemes and those going forward and the date of 17th January had been agreed.
Resolved:  The information was noted.   The Clerk was asked to request a meeting with the Leader in case the meeting offered had a negative outcome.
118     COMMUNITY FACILITY PENDRE
It was noted the demolition of the Community Centre had been delayed.  A discussion took place on the need for a facility going forward.
Resolved:   It was agreed to include a short survey in the next newsletter on what community facility was needed in Pendre.
119     COMMUNITY AWARDS 2019
The Clerk had drafted a notice for approval and suggested adding in something about environment issues.
Resolved:   The draft and addition re the environment were agreed.   The Clerk was asked to contact the Gazette and Gem to see if they would include an article on the awards.  
120
PROVISION OF SUMMER ACTIVITIES
A survey had been sent out to parents at Litchard Primary to see if there was an appetite for a summer scheme; the results had been sent out to Members.  Councillor Davies had spoken to the Headteacher regarding hire costs and he had agreed to give a favourable hire cost if Mr J Ward could be used as the swimming instructor.
Resolved:   The Clerk was asked to contact BCBC regarding the scheme and give the information mentioned above and to request banners/promotional material be sent out well in advance of the scheme taking place.
121
FINANCE & ACCOUNTS including consideration of changing the council’s banking facility to a local bank
1.Payment of Cheques 

Authority was requested for the payments of the cheques listed in the month’s papers, 
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets

The budget monitoring report for December 2019 including the balances were accepted.
3.Change of Banking Facility  
This was discussed due to a lack of accessibility to the Co-operative Bank since the Bridgend branch closure some time ago.
Resolved:   All information was noted and authority was given to the Clerk to make the agreed payments. It was agreed that arrangements would be made to change to Lloyds Bank and to open a savings account with the Swansea Building Society.
122
MEMBER REPORTS  
There were no updates given.
123
BOROUGH COUNCIL UPDATE

Councillor A Williams had given the Clerk updates on bin provision in Parc Derwen, information on a litter scheme being run by BCBC Officer, John Rees, who would welcome an invitation to attend a meeting to talk about the scheme, the availability of a dog waste bag dispenser, flood damage to the 4G pitch at Parc Derwen and meeting with the bus companies.
Resolved:  The information was noted.   The Clerk was asked to invite John Rees to the February meeting and to speak to him about the additional dog waste dispenser.
124
CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence was noted.  Some additional correspondence had been received since the papers had been sent out and with the agreement of the Chair these were tabled at the meeting. The Clerk highlighted the financial request from Eisteddfod yr Urdd and West Glamorgan Age Cymru, apologies from Councillor Vidal for not being able to attend the meeting.   She also highlighted the request from the Coity Wallia Commoners about the repairs needed to the Pant y Pyllau footpath.
Resolved:   The action of the Clerk was noted.   The two financial requests would be deferred to the March meeting for consideration.  Councillor Vidal’s apologies were noted. The Clerk would ask the Commoners for more information.
125
PLANNING
All planning information had been emailed to Members, including events being organised by Planning Aid Wales.
Resolved:   The planning applications and decisions were noted. No observations or objections were made.
126
ITEMS FOR THE FEBRUARY 2020 ORDINARY MEETING
· VE 2020
· One Voice Wales Awards

· Litchard Park Play Area CAT Update/T&CC Fund Application

· Community Award 2019

Resolved:  It was agreed to include anything urgent that may arise during the month.
127
DATE & VENUE FOR THE FEBRUARY 2020 ORDINARY MEETING

Thursday, 13th February 2020 at Coity Higher Community Centre at 7.00 pm
The meeting closed at 8.24 pm
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