MEETING OF COUNCIL – 8TH SEPTEMBER 2016
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEOL WEST PLAS, LITCHARD CROSS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 7.00 PM

 Present:      Mr H Thomas  (Chair)
 Councillors:


Ms J Brett



Ms A Davies 


Mrs E Dodd


Ms C Jones


Mr B Tiltman



Mr A Wathan



Mrs M Williams 


Mr M J Williams

Also Present: 
Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO
Mr P Leys, Asst. Clerk 
Mr Andy Baker Edwards, Persimmon

*3 members of the public
(*present for Mr Andy Baker-Edwards discussion)

Apologies were received from: Councillors M Lewis & R Young
38
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following interests were declared:
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	Mrs E Dodd
	All BCBC Matters,  the Allotment Gardens, and Coety Primary School
	40 & 44 (3)
	Member BCBC, joint Allotment Garden tenant and Chair Coety Primary School Governors
	Yes/No

	Ms C Jones
	All BCBC Matters
	All
	Member of BCBC
	Yes/No



	Mr B Tiltman
	Allotment Gardens
	40
	Tenant
	Yes/No

	Mr M J Williams
	Coety Primary School, Parc Derwen Residents Group, Coety Playing Fields
	44 (3),

43 (1)

43 (6)
	Parent of children attending the school and husband of a School Governor, administrator of the Parc Derwen Residents Group, parent of child injured at Coety Playing Field
	Yes/No


39
MEMBERS’ REPORTS
RESOLVED:
Three Members had attended a PACT meeting, of particular concern was the growth of trees on the roundabout at the bottom of the by-pass as they affect the sight line.
40
ALLOTMENT GARDENS  
RESOLVED:  
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  
1.Allotment Garden Inspection
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  Members agreed to increase the annual rent for an allotment plot to £22 from 30th September 2016.  Two proposals were made, one for an increase of £1 another for a £2 increase. A vote was taken and Councillors H Thomas, M Williams and MJ Williams voted for a £1 increase, Councillors Dodd and Tiltman declared an interest as tenants so were unable to vote, and the remainder who were in the majority voted to support the £2 increase. 
2.Empty Plots
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

3.Grass Cutting
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  The Clerk was asked to write to tenants to ask if anyone was interested in cutting the grass ten times between March and October 2017 for a payment of £20 per cut.
4.Verbal Abuse and Thieft
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  The Clerk was asked to write to the tenant of the plot in question and inform him that the person working on his plot on 2nd September 2016 has been verbally abusive to another tenant when approached and questioned about taking produce from another tenant’s plot.
5.Toilet 
That this be deferred to the October meeting.  The Clerk was asked to carry out some research to find out what facilities were available at other allotment gardens within the borough.
6.Shed
That the Clerk writes to the tenant of Plot 4 saying that the shed should be placed at the back of the plot as if there are bees being kept at the allotment moving the shed to another location on the plot will not alieviate the problem.
41
BUDGET MONITORING & ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:

That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Payment of Cheques 
That authority be given for payment of the cheques listed on the Clerk’s report and addendum report.  It was noted that there was an error in the total figure on A Harris’ expenses  £167.50 should have read £167.90.
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets
That the report of the Clerk for Periods 3 & 4 including the balances and budget for 2016/2017 be accepted.
3.Financial Donations
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and it noted that Coity & Bridgend First Responders will attend the October meeting to carry out a short presentation and Q&A. Cor Meibion Maesteg a’r Cylch have been sent a financial assistant form to complete for consideration.
4.Town & Community Council Grant

That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

5.Audit 2015/2016

The audit for the year ended 31st March 2016 has been completed and the accounts are now available for inspection by local electors in accordance with Section 29 of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004.  A notice will be placed in noticeboards on 8th September 2016 giving notice of the details for inspection of the audit.  Members approved and accepted the audit and this action.  
42
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL & PLANNING
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report and addendum report be accepted.
1.Application and Decision Notices Received:
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
	2.Planning Training 

That the Clerk attends the planning training course for Clerks being held in Neath on 31st 

October 2016.
3.Planning4Communities
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.
4.Planning Law in Wales
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and it noted that a Scoping Paper Summary had

been distributed to Members.

	


43
ENVIRONMENT
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.
1.Parc Derwen
The Chair suspended standing orders so that the 3 members of the public could be given a chance to ask questions.
In addition, the Chair left the meeting at 7.20 pm and returned at  7.25 pm. The Vice-Chair took the Chair during this 5 minute interval.

Mr Andy Baker-Edwards Technical Director Persimmon Homes West Wales attended the meeting and updated the Members on land division, recent traffic lights, BCBC adopting areas, dog bins, general litter bins, footpaths etc.  Mr Baker-Edwards requested assistance in trying to obtain BCBCs policy on some matters.  It was agreed that the 3 Borough Councillors E Dodd, C Jones and R Young would request a meeting with a representative of BCBC and that Mr Baker-Edwards would be invited to attend that meeting too.  In addition Mr Baker-Edwards agreed to draw up a list of projected time-scales for various works to be completed.  Councillor M J Williams was asked to circulate notes of the recent Parc Derwen Residents’ meeting held at Coety Primary School to Members.  Mr Baker-Edwards offered to attend the Community Council meetings on a regular basis if required.
In addition the Clerk had received a response from the Parc Derwen Residents’ Group to her request that the Clerk and Councillor E Dodd be accepted to join this group’s Facebook page so that they can see firsthand the problems of concern at the site.  Councillor M J Williams had passed on the request to the administrators who replied with a refusal to accept the request and a request that they receive no further contact from the Community Council or Councillor Dodd.  The Clerk was asked to write to them again, via Councillor M J Williams, as he is an administrator of the group, to appeal this decision.  In addition, the Clerk was also asked to request volunteers from the group  to plant daffodils bulbs, provided by the Community Council, at the site.  The Clerk will write to the group once she has an answer to the boundary query in Minute no 45 as there may be a requirement to ask that the Litchard councillors are included in the facebook group too.
Councillor A Davies asked that the following be minuted: that she is not comfortable at all with the exclusion of the Council and its Members by the group as if they want the Community Council’s support in matters they should engage with us and allow us to see firsthand what issues they are having.  She said there appeared to be one rule for one councillor and one rule for another and we need to help them collectively as a council and therefore we should one again request this access.

Councillor Tiltman suggested the Community Council should have a Facebook page accessible via the website.  It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting.

The proposed public footpath diversion of footpath 17 and the extinguishment order for footpath 58 was noted.

Standing Orders were suspended at this point (9.00 pm) for a further 15 minutes so that the meeting could continue.
2.Grass Cutting
That the report of the Clerk be noted.
3.Bench
That the cost of a repair be noted.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a cost for installing a bench, the cost of a similar new bench and the Members were asked to consider where the bench could be placed for consideration at the October meeting.
4.Lighting Column Pendre Fields

That the report of the Clerk be noted.
5.Litchard Play Area
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  The Clerk was asked to obtain quotations for the items mentioned in the report for discussion at the October meeting.
6.Coity Playing Field
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation for the cost of placing plastic covered wire along the bottom of the gates to deter small dogs being able to enter the playing field.
The Clerk expressed her concern that an organised event had taken place in the playing field without prior notice to the council.  Councillor M J Williams informed the council that it had been a spontaneous event.
7.Coety Primary School Noticeboard
That the action of the Clerk be noted.
8.Daffodil Planting
That the Clerk purchases 7 sacks of daffodils for planting – 4 Litchard/Pendre, 3 for Coity (1 to be planted in Coity Village the other 2, if volunteers were forthcoming, in Parc Derwen).  The Clerk was asked to write to the Parc Residents’ Facebook Group via Councillor M J Williams to ask if there were any volunteers who would plant the 2 sacks for Parc Derwen.

9.Travellers
That the report of the Clerk be noted.
10.Pendre
That the report of the Clerk be noted.
11.Solar Powered Christmas Trees
That the report of the Clerk be noted and this item deferred to the October meeting for discussion.

12.Pantypwllau, Coity
That the report of the Clerk be noted and the update from Coity Wallia Board of Conservators be noted.
13.Tree Planting
That the action of the Clerk be noted.
14.Planter
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and it noted that the planter will be re-planted with winter plants between the end of September and second week of October.
44
WELLBEING
RESOLVED:
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Community Council Additional Agenda Item 
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Due to a lack of time and Councillor Young’s absence it was agreed to defer this to the October meeting.
2.Developing Community Access Plans to Support the Local Transport Plan
The September meeting had not gone ahead due to too many apologies for absence.  The next step is to encourage volunteers to photograph and measure the evidence that’s been collated.
3.School Awards
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  The winners of the Community Shields and book tokens, Rhian Thomas for Coety Primary School and Aaron Barnard-Jones for Litchard Primary School were noted.
4.Love2Walk
That the action of the Clerk be noted and the Community Council await a response from the Love2Walk organisers.

5.Town & Community Council Forum
That the details of the next meeting be noted.

45
GOVERNMENT & OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Forwarded/Received via E-mail this Month
That the items forwarded this month on the report and addendum report be noted.  
2.Crime Statistics
That the statistics for May and June 2016 be accepted.
3.One Voice Wales 
That the report of the Clerk be accepted. 
4.Remembrance Wreaths

That the Clerk purchases two wreaths for Remembrance Sunday.

Note:  The Clerk had sent out a ward boundary map for information to Members which had been received by a senior planning technician at BCBC.  It was noted from the map that part of Parc Derwen appeared to be within the Litchard ward and not all of it was in Coity.  The Clerk was asked to query this matter.
46
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
RESOLVED:
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

1.Street Names Parc Derwen

That the suggested street names for Parc Derwen by accepted and forwarded to BCBC.
47
INVITATIONS, NOTICES & PUBLICATIONS

RESOLVED:

That the invitations, notices and publications listed in the Clerk’s reports, be accepted.
48
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under the provisions of 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it would not be in the public interest to discuss the information contained 
within the following items of business.
49
 SALARIES, EXPENSES AND ASSOCIATED PAYMENTS
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the Assistant Clerk be noted and accepted, and the July and August
Salaries and associated payments to the Clerk & RFO, and Assistant Clerk & FO, be agreed and authorised. Also authorised was the back pay due to the Clerk and Assistant Clerk as detailed in the report.
Note:  That the salary recommendations in the Clerk’s report be accepted and actioned.  The Clerk was asked to carry out some research on other clerk’s salaries within the borough and report back at a future meeting.
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Signed………………………………………….Chairperson


