MEETING OF THE COUNCIL – 9TH MARCH 2017
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEOL WEST PLAS, LITCHARD CROSS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 9TH MARCH 2017 AT 7.00 PM

 Present:      Mr H Thomas (Chair)
 Councillors:


Mrs J Brett



Ms A Davies 


Mrs E Dodd


Ms C Jones



Mrs M Lewis



Mr B Tiltman


Mr A Wathan (left meeting at 8.00 pm)


Mrs M Williams (left meeting at 8.00 pm)


Mr M J Williams

Also Present: 
Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO
Mr P Leys, Asst. Clerk 
Apologies were received from:

Councillor Mr R Young
110
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following interests were declared:
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	Mrs E Dodd
	All BCBC Matters 
	All applicable plus 112
	Member BCBC
Joint Allotment Tenant
	Yes/No

	Ms C Jones
	All BCBC Matters
	All applicable
	Member BCBC
	Yes/No

	Mr B Tiltman
	Allotment Garden
	112
	Allotment Tenant
	Yes/No


111
MEMBERS’ REPORTS
RESOLVED:
Nothing to report this month.  However the Chair took the opportunity to thank Councillor Maureen Lewis for her service to the Community Council over the last 5 years, this being the last meeting she was able to attend during her term of office.
112 
ALLOTMENT GARDENS  
RESOLVED:  
1.Available Plot
The action of the Clerk was noted and approved.
113
BUDGET MONITORING & ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:

That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Payment of Cheques 
That authority be given for payment of the cheques listed on the Clerk’s report and addendum report.  
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets
That the report of the Clerk for Period 10 including the balances and budget for 2016/2017 be accepted.
3.Financial Donations
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.   The requests received during the year which had been deferred to the March 2017 meeting were discussed, and those received in March, and it was agreed to donate to the following:
· Bobath Children’s Therapy - £250

· National Eisteddfod - £100

· Llangollen International Eisteddfod - £100

· Marie Curie Cancer Care Bridgend - £250

· Bridge Mentoring Plus - £200

· Bridgend Samaritans - £250

· Wales Air Ambulance - £250

· Teenage Cancer Trust - £200

· Macmillan Cancer Support Bridgend - £250

· Cancer Information Support Services £200

4.Town and Community Council Grant

The Clerk had received confirmation from BCBC that this scheme would go ahead in 2017/18 and that the criteria is being discussed and will be issued early in the new financial year. 
There will also be a new scheme for funding for Borough Councillors to use in their wards.  Details tbc.

113
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL & PLANNING
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.
1.Application and Decision Notices Received:
That the reports of the Clerk be accepted.  No objections were made.
114
ENVIRONMENT
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.
1.Litchard Play Area
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.  The installation date has been confirmed as the week beginning 27th March 2017.  The Clerk would now put up notices informing residents that the park will be closed for refurbishment for the week, inform the school and co-ordinate the preparation and redecoration of the gates and bench.   In addition the Clerk was asked to source a small plaque to be installed on the bench and on or near other items provided by the Community Council.

2.Grass Cutting
That the revised quotation for cutting Coity Playing Field be accepted.

3.Centenary Fields in Trust
Further to Minute No 103 (4) two suggestions were proposed for the plaque, Memorial Field and Cae’r Eglwys (Church Field).  A vote was taken on both and Cae’r Eglwys received the majority of votes.   The Clerk would contact the Trust to inform them.

4.Footpaths
That the notification of the temporary closure of Footpath 4 be noted.  In addition the Rights of Way feedback regarding the protruding spike in the ground on Footpath 17 was noted, but it was noted that since that feedback was received another two spikes have appeared.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Rights of Way Department again to bring their attention to the two additional spikes.
5.Litter
That the action of the Clerk be noted.

6.Bench
That the quotation for preparing and painting the bench be accepted and the Clerk would instruct the decorator that the work could be carried out.  The option of using any surplus paint from the redecoration of the park would be preferable therefore reducing the quotation by approximately £75. 

7.Additional Floral Baskets and Planter
That the addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.  The cost of the planter was noted and the Clerk would go ahead and order it, after seeking permission from the Highways Department for placing it at the top of Litchard Hill.  It was noted that the additional floral baskets could not go ahead at the entrance to the Llanmoor site at Joslin Road as the lighting columns are under 18ft and less than 11cm in diameter and therefore do not meet BCBC’s criteria.
115
WELLBEING
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Developing Community Access Plans to Support the Local Transport Plan
An update on progress was given.  The Members were asked to go onto the website and provide feedback and to encourage others to do the same.  It was noted that Councillor Davies has arranged a meeting at Litchard Primary School on 28th March 2017 in the hope of obtaining feedback.
2.Defibrillator Update
That the update on the installation be noted.  It was also noted that the Community Council’s name had not been included on the unit and the Clerk was asked to look into this.  It was suggested that one of the plaques mentioned in minute no 114 (1) could be placed above or next to the cabinets and this was agreed as a possible solution.  It was also agreed that the joint press release would include as many Councillors as possible in the photo and the Clerk would liaise with the Bridgend Responders to organise this.
3.Interpretation Services at Meetings
That the report of the Clerk and response from Awen Cultural Services be noted.  It was agreed that the Clerk would purchase a portable loop system.
116
GOVERNMENT & OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Forwarded/Received via E-mail this Month
That the items forwarded this month on the report be noted.
2.Crime Statistics
There were no statistics available at the time of the meeting for January 2017, if available these would be included with the April 2017 meeting papers.
3.One Voice Wales 
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.   The Clerk drew the Members attention to Section 13 of the Independent Remuneration Panel’s Annual Report 2017 regarding allowances and the need to decide whether to adopt an allowance scheme or not.   This would be included as an agenda item at the April 2017 meeting.
4.Community Award
That it be noted that the presentation has been publicised on the website, facebook and the Gazette has been asked to run an article; no response to the request had been received to date.
117
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
RESOLVED:
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.

1.Temporary Road Closure
That the report of the Clerk be noted.

2.Street Name Proposal
That the report of the Clerk be noted and it was agreed to accept the proposal for a street called Ffordd Cadfan for the new Persimmon development at Brackla West.  In addition the Clerk was asked to query the development being referred to as Brackla West.
118
INVITATIONS, NOTICES & PUBLICATIONS

RESOLVED:

That the invitations, notices and publications listed in the Clerk’s reports, be accepted.
119
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under the provisions of 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it would not be in the public interest to discuss the information contained 
within the following items of business.
120
 SALARIES, EXPENSES AND ASSOCIATED PAYMENTS
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the Assistant Clerk be noted and accepted, and the February
Salaries and associated payments to the Clerk & RFO, and Assistant Clerk & FO, be agreed and authorised. 
Assistant Clerk’s attendance at 2017 SLCC Training Seminar in Cwmbran was authorised.
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Signed………………………………………….Chairperson


