MEETING OF COUNCIL – 9TH JUNE 2016
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COITY HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEOL WEST PLAS, LITCHARD CROSS, BRIDGEND ON THURSDAY 9TH JUNE 2016 AT 7.00 PM

 Present:      Mr H Thomas  (Chair)
 Councillors:


Ms A Davies 


Mrs E Dodd


Ms M Lewis


Mr A Wathan



Mrs M Williams 


Mr M J Williams



Mr R Young 
Also Present: Mrs A C Harris, Clerk & RFO and
two members of the public

Apologies were received from: Councillors

Mrs J Brett, Ms C Jones and B Tiltman

13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following interests were declared:
	Councillor
	Item
	Minute
	Interest
	Speak/Vote

	Mrs E Dodd
	All BCBC Matters, Coity Village Association, the Allotment Gardens, and Coety Primary School
	15 & 19(4)
	Member BCBC, Member Coity Village Association,  joint Allotment Garden tenant and Chair Coety Primary School Governors
	Yes/No

	Mr R Young
	All BCBC Matters incl. Planning
	17
	Member BCBC
	No/No




14
MEMBERS’ REPORTS
RESOLVED:
That there was nothing to report this month.
15
ALLOTMENT GARDENS  
RESOLVED:  
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  
1.Litter

That the Clerk write to the residents of the houses on both sides of Heol West Plas from the lights up to the end of the allotment garden to ask them to be vigilant in watching for anyone taking rubbish into the allotment gardens.
16
BUDGET MONITORING & ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:

That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Payment of Cheques 
That authority be given for payment of the cheques listed on the Clerk’s report.
2.Budget Monitoring, Accounts & Budgets
That the report of the Clerk for Period 1 including the balances and budget for 2016/2017 be accepted.
3.Financial Donations
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  Members were given a draft copy of the suggested form to be used if a request for a financial donation is received from an unknown charity or source without charity status and asked to make any observations to the Clerk before the next meeting.

That it was agreed to donate £100 to Shelter Cymru and £150 to Home Start Bridgend. Community Councillor Alan Wathan abstained from the vote to donate to Home Start Bridgend.

4.Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales
That the report of the Clerk be noted.
5.Audit 2015/2016
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be noted.  Council approved the Accounting Statements and Annual Governance Statement for the year 2015/2016 and the Chair and Clerk signed the annual return. It was noted that the internal auditor reported that ‘as usual, the accounts and supporting papers are of a high standard and the review points from the previous year’s audit have been full addressed’.

17
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL & PLANNING
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report be accepted.
1.Application and Decision Notices Received:
That the report and addendum report  of the Clerk be accepted.
2.Planning Aid Wales
That the report and addendum report of the Clerk be noted.
18
ENVIRONMENT
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, and addendum report, be accepted.
1.Planter Outside Princess of Wales Hospital
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.
2.Floral Displays
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and the information be noted for further discussion when floral displays for next year are discussed later in the year.
3.Playing Field Coety
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  The Clerk was asked to purchase the padlocks and keys that can be opened with a radar key and the proprietor of Coity Post Office would be asked if he would hold a key.  The Clerk would also purchase a sign which would be erected on the gate saying key at Post Office.
Note:  It was also noted that the bin outside Litchard Mission was overflowing with dog mess bags and the Clerk was asked to report this to BCBC and to find out the frequency for emptying the bin.
4.Parc Derwen
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was also agreed that given the problem with dog waste on the Parc Derwen estate, whilst the Community Council were not able to take on an on-going formal commitment to empty bins on the estate, they would consider applications for a financial donation from a residents’ group should they set up a solution to the problem.
Note: Councillor MJ Williams had met with representatives of the consortium at Parc Derwen and was able to feedback information regarding some of the problems being experienced there. He informed the Chair that this meeting had taken place as a Community Councillor but in a personal capacity as a background to what’s going on in the ward. 

5.Grass Cutting
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was noted that the Clerk had asked BCBC for a map of the grass areas being cut in the ward under the new contract.  It was also noted that grass on roundabout would be cut every 6 weeks and other grass every four weeks.  
6.Bench
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  The Clerk was asked to examine the bench to clarify its suitability for use.
7.Centenary Fields Programme
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and it was agreed that Coity Playing Field would be submitted for consideration to be secured as a recreational space in perpetuity, in honour of the memory of the millions of people who lost their lives in the Battle of the Somme. The Clerk would complete the application form.
Note:  The Clerk was asked to inspect the play area at Litchard to look at the deterioration of the equipment and to obtain play equipment brochures and prices for consideration at the July meeting.
19
WELLBEING




RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.
1.Community Council Additional Agenda Item 
Members were asked to consider projects for Coity and Pendre and bring their ideas to the June meeting for consideration.   It was agreed to consider the following and that two councillors would look into these projects further and find out costs in order to discuss further at the July meeting:

· Pendre Fields – improve the surface of the pathway into the field and the car park and investigate the idea of a pathway around the field.

· Coity – the installation of traffic calming lights and a (approx. 20 metre) footpath at Heol Simonston

· Coity – to improve the surface of Footpath 33 which leads from the top of Heol Spencer to the entrance to the prison.

2.Developing Community Access Plans to Support the Local Transport Plan
That the report of the Clerk and the progress made by the project team be noted.  It was agreed that a refund of expenditure incurred by Community Councillor Davies would be paid and authorisation included on the July Clerk’s report.
3.School Awards
That the report of the Clerk be accepted.
4.Coety Primary School
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  It was agreed that A Clemett remain as the Council’s representative as School Governor.
20
GOVERNMENT & OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:
That the report, and addendum report, of the Clerk be accepted.

1.Forwarded/Received via E-mail this Month
That the items forwarded this month on the report and addendum report be noted.  
2.Crime Statistics
That the statistics for March 2016 be accepted.
3.One Voice Wales 
That the report of the Clerk be accepted. 
4.Standards Committee BCBC
That the report of the Clerk be noted.
5.Council Tax Banding Query
That the report of the Clerk be noted.  It was noted that this is a matter for individuals to take up with BCBC.
6.Revision of the Town and Community Councils (TCCs) Charter

That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed to adopt the ‘new’ Town and Community Charter.
7.National Library of Wales

That the report of the Clerk be accepted.  It was agreed for the site to be included in the UK Web Archive and the Clerk would complete the copyright licence form.
21
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
RESOLVED:
1.Heol West Plas Street Party
That the report of the Clerk be accepted and the temporary closure be noted.
22
INVITATIONS, NOTICES & PUBLICATIONS

RESOLVED:

That the invitations, notices and publications listed in the Clerk’s reports, be accepted.
23
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under the provisions of 
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it would not be in the public interest to discuss the information contained 
within the following items of business.
Community Councillor Marilyn Williams read out a letter she had written in response to an email received by all Members from another Coity Higher Community Councillor.  A copy of the letter will be kept on file.

24
 SALARIES, EXPENSES AND ASSOCIATED PAYMENTS
RESOLVED: 

That the report of the Assistant Clerk be noted and accepted, and the May
Salaries and associated payments to the Clerk & RFO, and Assistant Clerk & FO, be agreed and authorised. 
25
ANNUAL MEETING
It was agreed that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 12th May 2016 were a true and accurate record of the meeting.
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Signed………………………………………….Chairperson


